
Creating Resilient Landscapes  

Tree Advisor:  Useful Trees and Shrubs for the Great Plains 

Tree Advisor is an on online plant selection guide to help identify better species of 

trees and shrubs to achieve a suite of user-defined purposes in the U.S. Great Plains.  

Windbreaks: Old practice – new resources!  

USDA support for windbreaks has a long history from the Prairie States Forestry 

Project to today. The popularity of this practice is illustrated by a recent synthesis of 

32 studies on windbreak adoption that showed 72-99% of farmers were satisfied with 

their windbreaks. With our changing climate, the relevancy and value of windbreaks 

will continue to increase as we build resilient and productive farms and ranches.  

 

The USDA National Agroforestry Center has developed several new tools and 

resources that can help in communicating, planning, and designing effective windbreaks. 

These resources include:   

Windbreaks of the Great Plains 

This story map provides a unique look into the history of windbreaks, their utility and 

current use, as well as innovative opportunities for their use into the future. 

Trees Outside Forests Map Viewer 

This viewer allows users to explore high resolution (1-meter) tree cover maps online 

and to download the GIS data by county. Currently, Kansas and Nebraska are available 

with other states in the Great Plains being added as completed.  

Making Trees Outside Forests Count 

This story map highlights the spatial assessment methods used for the Trees Outside 

Forests Map Viewer.  

SARE Agroforestry Project Index 

This database showcases 224 SARE-funded projects that are related to agroforestry, 

including 14 windbreak-specific projects and 116 general projects that can inform 

windbreak planning and management. 

Agroforestry Webinar Library 

This online library holds 179 webinars on agroforestry, including 25 windbreak-specific 

webinars and 77 general webinars that can support planning, design, and management 

of windbreaks. 

Windbreak Economic Model  

This tool can be used to analyze cost benefits of a windbreak and was developed in 

cooperation with The Center for Agroforestry at the University of Missouri. 
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